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REF (A) STATE 57761, (B) COTONOU 429, (C) STATE 55153, 

1 . REPLY TO REF A BEING DRAWN UP AND WILL BE SUBMITTED SHORTLY. 

IN MEANTIME WISH TO PROPOSE POR DEPT’S URGENT CONSIDERATION PRO- 
POSAL THAT WE PRANKLY APPRISE THE GPRB OP POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES 
OP PAILURE TO PROVIDE ASSURANCES WE HAVE REQUESTED. UP TO 

NOW WE HAVE BEEN SPECIPICALLY ENJOINED FROM MAKING THIS POINT 
TO THEM (PER PARA 2 OP REP C). 

2. ALL INDICATIONS EMBASSY HAS BEEN ABLE TO GATHER PROM 
POREIGN MINISTRY, MOST RECENT OF WHICH WAS CHARGE'S CONVER- 
SATION MARCH 8 WITH DIRGEN OF MINISTRY, LEAVE CLEAR IMPRESSION 
THAT GPRB DOES NOT APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE USG ATTACHED 
TO THE ASSURANCE QUESTION AND DID NOT PEEL CONSTRAINED TO 
REPLY TO DEPSEC'S PROTEST. THERE ARE SEVERAL INSTANCES IN THE 
PAST YEAR WHERE GPRB HAS BAILED TO REPLY TO OUR PROTEST NOTES 
(USUALLY ON PRESS ATTACKS AGAINST USG) AND IT PROBABLY CONSIDERS 
IGNORING PROTESTS ACCEPTABLE PRACTICE. ALTER THE CHARGE'S 
MARCH 8 MEETING WE ARE CERTAIN THAT AT LEAST THE DIRGEN UN- 
DERSTANDS THAT THE MATTER OP ASSURANCES IS KEY TO THE PUTURE 

OP OUR RELATIONS. WHAT WE DO NOT BELIEVE THE GPRB REALIZES 
IS THE POSSIBLE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES IT FACES IF ASSURANCES 
ARE NOT PORTHCOMING. 
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3. IT MUST BE KEPT IN MIND THAT WE ARE DEALING WITH A GOVT 
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MADE UP OF MEN WITH VERY LIMITED FORMAL EDUCATION, WHO ARE 
UNSOPHISTICATED, DISTRUSTFUL AND DEFENSIVE IN INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS. WE KNOW FROM PAST EXPERIENCE THAT THEY CANNOT BE 
EXPECTED TO READ BETWEEN THE LINES OR SEIZE IMPLICATIONS 
THAT ARE NOT SPELLED OUT FOR THEM. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: AS THE GPRB HAS PROBABLY NOT GRASPED THE 
POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF THE SITUATION FACING IT, THE COUNTRY 
TEAM STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT DEPT AUTHORIZE CHARGE TO SEEK 
IMMEDIATE MEETING WITH FORNMIN TO APPRISE HIM DIRECTLY OF OUR 
GRAVE CONCERNS AND T OUTLINE FOR HIM SOME OF THE ACTIONS 
BEING CONSIDERED BY THE USG. IF AFTER SUCH A MEETING, THE 
GPRB STILL DOES NOT COME UP WITH ADEQUATE ASSURANCES, THE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUBSEQUENT USG ACTION WILL REST SQUARELY 
ON THE BEININESE GOVT. 

CHESHES 
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